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FRAMINGHAM SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 1 

Superintendent’s Conference Room                      July 15, 2014 2 

 3 
Present   4 
Beverly Hugo, Chair 5 
Heather Connolly, Clerk 6 
Michelle Brosnahan 7 
Andy Limeri 8 
Jim Stockless 9 
 10 
Absent 11 
Dr. Silverman, Vice Chair 12 
Mr. Taggart, III 13 
 14 
Also Present 15 
Dr. Edward Gotgart, Chief Operating Officer 16 
Mr. Matt Torti, Director of Buildings and Grounds 17 
Ms. Carol Bois, Bois Consulting Inc. 18 
 19 
AGENDA 20 
I. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEM 21 

Authorization of Lease Agreement for School Department Administrative  22 

Offices 23 

II. ADJOURNMENT 24 

 25 

MEETING 26 

I. Authorization of Lease Agreement for School Department Administrative Offices 27 

The Chair stated the subject tonight is the lease agreement for the School Department 28 

administrative offices for the second floor of 73 Mt. Wayte Avenue between the Town of 29 

Framingham and the Tutor/Perini Corporation. As the King Elementary School begins 30 

occupancy this fall of 2014, the School Department administrative offices will need to 31 

relocate. 32 

 33 

At the Annual Town Meeting of April 29, 2014, Town Meeting members approved Article 34 

#5 which states that “The Board of Selectmen and the School Committee be authorized 35 

to enter into a lease upon such terms and conditions as they deem appropriate for a 36 

period of up to 5 years for the use of certain property as administrative offices for the 37 

Framingham Public Schools.” 38 

 39 

The lease agreement has been reviewed and approved by Town Counsel Christopher 40 

Petrini Esq. and our School Counsel David Connelly Esq. It has also been approved by 41 

our Town Manager Bob Halpin and our Town Chief Financial Officer Mary Ellen Kelly. 42 

 43 

At its meeting of July 8th, the Board of Selectmen decided to wait until its meeting of July 44 

22nd to vote on its approval. They needed more time to review all the documents that 45 

they received that afternoon, needed a few more questions answered and wanted to 46 

have a site visit conducted by Bois Consulting and the School Department Buildings 47 

and Grounds Director Matt Torti. 48 
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 49 

Dr. Ed Gotgart addressed the School Committee.  He reviewed the status of the current 50 

occupancy of the King building.  The rear wing houses the Health & Wellness 51 

Department, a conference/training room, ABA/BSBA Special Education staff, the 52 

Bilingual Department, a Bilingual staff training room, the Technology Department, Early 53 

Childhood Alliance for Framingham (ECAF) and one room devoted to Special Education 54 

Department files.  There are 13 classrooms in the rear wing, all of which will be used in 55 

this coming school year for the opening of the King Elementary School.   56 

 57 

Four classrooms will be used to accommodate 4 entering kindergarten classes.  One 58 

classroom will be a dedicated STEAM lab.  Two classrooms will be set up as a 59 

temporary cafeteria since Desmarais will be inaccessible due to elevator construction 60 

that will begin in the fall.  One room will be dedicated as the library and another will be 61 

the school office.  There will also be an art/music room and a classroom for 62 

itinerants/staff.  Two classrooms will remain in place for ECAF.   63 

 64 

He stated that if occupancy of the Perini site is not approved, the Health & Wellness 65 

Department would relocate to the front wing and probably occupy the suite now housing 66 

the Assistant Superintendent’s office.  The Assistant Superintendent’s office may have 67 

to be combined in the space occupied by the Superintendent’s office.  The Bilingual 68 

Office would relocate to space within the Parent Information Center.  Those moves 69 

would not be ideal, he said.  The SPED file room must remain in the rear wing, therefore 70 

King Elementary School loses one classroom.  He said most likely art/music would 71 

share cafeteria space or be offered “on carts”. A security wall will need to be 72 

constructed between the administration (front wing) and King Elementary School (rear 73 

wing) to isolate the school from public access and elevator construction.  Administration 74 

will need to relocate in FY16 because King Elementary will require rooms in the front 75 

wing as well as elevator access so the Desmarais Room can be used for food services 76 

and school meetings.  There is presently no inventory of available Town owned 77 

buildings for administration.  The Lease with MassBay Community College (MBCC) 78 

ends in August 2015, and at that time, it would be necessary for the administration to 79 

move into Farley.  The lease with MBCC was extended for a period of two years at the 80 

request of MBCC and the Board of Selectmen however Dr. Gotgart did not think it would 81 

be prudent to allow future lease extensions given the School Department needs.   82 

 83 

Mr. Matt Torti addressed the School Committee and explained the process to date.  The 84 

search for rental property began last fall.   He explained that even if an approval is 85 

granted now, the Parent Information Center would remain at King at least until October 86 

because so many families are registering over the summer and in September.  PIC was 87 

the first department scheduled to move originally. The Technology Department has 88 

already been relocated, as of last week, to the Fuller Middle School.  Administration had 89 

previously been at Fuller however, several offices were at Juniper Hill and King at the 90 

same time.  There is not enough square footage in Fuller to house 61 full-time staff 91 

members that are currently in King.  The bid for rental property was a competitive 92 

process.  The project has been bid twice.  There were 3 bidders involved in the first bid 93 

and only Perini in the second bid.  Some bidders were upwards of $20-$25 sq.ft.  Perini 94 
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is in the area of $15 sq.ft. and includes parking, maintenance and snow removal of the 95 

parking lot, custodian coverage and utilities.  It was known that there was an oil spill on 96 

the site many years ago and that there was cleanup done with paperwork on file with 97 

the Department of Environmental Protection agency.   98 

 99 

Ms. Carol Bois, Bois Consulting Inc., a licensed site professional (LSP) addressed the 100 

Committee.  She said an LSP is someone who examines, oversees and provides 101 

remediation remedies for cleanup of hazardous waste site.  She has been an LSP since 102 

1993.  She is currently working with the Town of Framingham Board of Health on 103 

different issues that arise.  She was asked to take a look at the Perini Activity Use and 104 

Limitations agreement (AUL).  Between 2000 and 2007 there was release of oil for 105 

underground tanks at the site.  The tanks are no longer at the property.  PCB’s were 106 

also found on site.  These are usually associated with oil, she said.  The PCB and oil 107 

were located together.  Majority was on the north side of the building and in an area 108 

where construction vehicles were located and housed.  Those activities have stopped at 109 

the property.  The notifications that happened in 2000, generated a lot of investigation 110 

and a lot of remediation work, she said.  Essentially, there was contaminated soil that 111 

was pulled up and taken away for off-site disposal.  The LSP of record decided it was 112 

acceptable for office use.  They put a deed restriction on the property, which is the AUL. 113 

Ms. Bois, the LSP for Perini and Mr. Torti walked the property on July 10, 2014 and did 114 

an inspection.   115 

 116 

The inspection showed it is a well maintained facility. There are existing tenants in the 117 

building with Perini such as the Framingham Heart Study.  Perini has 80 employees at 118 

the site.  The entire building is slab on grade with no basement.  The concrete is in 119 

excellent shape.  There is between 18” and 24” of concrete flooring.  There are no signs 120 

of water, no cracks and no voids.  Ms. Bois said she did not have any hesitation in 121 

stating that the conditions are the same as they were in the 2007 inspection report.   122 

 123 

Ms. Connolly asked if a danger was posed to children who may come in contact with 124 

anything if they were to wait outside the building while their parents are inside the 125 

building.  Ms. Bois did not think that was possible with the lease restrictions to the 126 

School Department and Mr. Torti said there is a large lobby area inside the building.  127 

Perini would not want children, with guardians, lingering outside the building.  The area 128 

outside the building that the School Department would occupy would be completely 129 

paved.  If they were to play in the small areas where there is grass, clean fill has been 130 

brought in at a 3’ depth.  Mr. Limeri asked if oil tanks was the source of both 131 

contaminants in 2000.  Ms. Bois said they used to heat with fuel oil and that in and of 132 

itself, does not contain PCB’s.  Waste oil used to contain PCB’s and they had two of 133 

those.  Mr. Limeri asked if Perini is actively maintain the slab.  Ms. Bois said they do 134 

actively maintain it, it is well lit, with a conduit that runs through it so they do have to 135 

check it.  Ms. Hugo said the School Committee needs to be fiscally responsible and she 136 

asked Dr. Gotgart about rent received from MBCC for Farley.  Dr. Gotgart said the 137 

Town receives $750,000 in rent from MBCC.  The rent needed for Perini space is a little 138 

over $300,000.  Dr. Gotgart stated that the original lease expired last summer.  The 139 

lease extension ends next summer.  Mr. Limeri asked about the location of School 140 
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Committee meetings.  Mr. Torti reported those meetings would be held in the King 141 

Building for at least 1-2 years.  We do not anticipate any large meetings to be held at 142 

Perini.  Mr. Stockless asked more detail in terms of what other spaces have been 143 

investigated.  Mr. Torti said the School Department has looked at 125 Newbury Street, 144 

vacant storefronts, Dennison Building, Fountain Street building, Nobscot Shopping 145 

Plaza, the Guertin Building and after a lot of investigations and site visits to various 146 

other locations.  The Perini building was the best viable option for the School 147 

Department.  Mr. Torti believed that what FPS would be paying for rent to Perini was 148 

almost 30% lower than what is on the market today.  Mr. Limeri said his concern had 149 

been about contamination of the site and he was glad the property was examined again 150 

and that it is being monitored.     151 
 152 

MOTION:  Moved by Mr. Limeri and seconded by Ms. Connolly that the 153 

Framingham School Committee vote to approve the lease agreement 154 

between the Town of Framingham and the Tutor/Perini Corporation, for the 155 

period of July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2019.   Discussion:  Mr. Bloomfield, 156 

town resident, addressed the Committee.  He said he attended the Board of 157 

Selectmen meeting last week where they decided to have testing done. He 158 

said he was concerned about any health issues and if the School 159 

Committee had any doubts, they should ask for more information.  Mr. 160 

Limeri asked about the report created in 2007.  Ms. Bois said the summary 161 

report is 1,500 pages and there is a very small summary in the AUL.  The 162 

purpose of the AUL is to give enough information to make an informed 163 

decision, she said. Mr. Limeri said he agreed with Mr. Bloomfield in that 164 

safety is the first concern.  He said the reports all the information provided, 165 

the reports received, and relaying on the expertise of those with knowledge 166 

of this type of situation such as Mr. Torti and Ms. Bois, he was confident 167 

that the building was safe otherwise he would not support the vote.  VOTE:  168 

4-0-0 with Ms. Connolly, Ms. Hugo, Mr. Limeri and Mr. Stockless voting in 169 

favor. 170 

 171 

The Chair stated that the School Committee will share the results of this vote with the 172 

Board of Selectmen prior to their meeting on July 22, 2014.  As for the timeline, the 173 

Chair stated that the School Committee will begin moving forward immediately upon a 174 

successful vote by the Board of Selectmen. 175 

 176 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 177 

The Chair asked for a motion to adjourn this evening’s meeting. 178 

 179 

MOTION: Moved by Mr. Stockless and seconded by Ms. Connolly that the 180 

School Committee adjourn.  Discussion:  None.  Vote:  4-0-0 Ms. Connolly, 181 

Ms. Hugo, Mr. Limeri, and Mr. Stockless voted in favor. 182 

   183 

The Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 184 

 185 

MEETING DOCUMENTS: 186 
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Letter from Capitol Engineering Services, Inc. to Ms. Carol Bois dated July 11, 2014 187 

King School Status/Administration Relocation 188 

Tutor/Perini Corporation Commercial Lease for Town of Framingham 189 

Lease Addendum prepared by Town Counsel, Christopher Petrini, Esq. 190 

Summary of Perini Building MCP Activity and Use Limitation (AUL) 191 

Copy of Town Meeting Warrant Article #5, April 29, 2014 192 

 193 

*These minutes were approved, without change or amendment, at the Framingham 194 

School Committee meeting held on September 3, 2014. 195 

 196 

**A copy of these minutes was forwarded to the Town Clerk’s Office on September 5, 197 

2014. 198 

 199 


